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naked in chains underground for hours and hours

together.

I think that the above sketch covers the main
points of my subject since I have already described
the growth of religious toleration and freedom of
discussion. I have not dwelt at length on the long
process which resulted in the abolition of the press-
gang and of military service because the experience
of an European war has considerably minimised the
distinction between the volunteer and the conscript.
On the whole it has been easier for a man to escape
military service for really good reasons by putting
his case before a tribunal appointed for the purpose,
than to lead a tolerable life under the conditions of
wholesale interference by ignorant busybodies that
prevailed before conscription became part of the law
of the land ; though at a time of national crisis the
community as a whole will naturally exert every
kind of pressure to raise whatever army may be
considered necessary without too much inquiry into
questions of facts and finance.

In the present situation of the country we have
thrown overboard all the old safeguards of Indi-
vidual liberty. The Great Charter has become a
newspaper joke and those who achieved it are
derided because they could not write nor spell in
the manner demanded by a modern Board School.
The writ of Habeas Corpus is refused where a man's
intentions, as opposed to his actions, are suspected
by a bureaucratic committee whose proceedings are
secretly conducted. The Defence of the Realm Act
has been invoked among other purposes for suppress-
ing the publication of books like Edward Carpenter's